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Purpose 

In rural areas of developing countries, persons with disabilities (PWD) are physically, 

socially, and economically isolated. Isolation brings with it an array of effects which 

invariably constrain their socio-economic development, for instance, access to 

employment opportunities, public sector services, schools, clinics, agricultural 

extension, and so on, are severely restricted. As a result, isolated individuals tend to 

build elaborate cocoons around themselves, and the more they look inward, the less 

likely they are able to grasp new opportunities for socio-economic advancement. 

Thus the level of PWD’s propensity and opportunity to participate in socio-economic 

activities is influenced and ultimately circumscribed by the inadequacies of 

opportunities for participation occasioned by their isolation. 

It is important to note here that while transport is an enabler of improved livelihoods 

among poor communities, it is also increasingly crucial in the delivery of benefits 

associated with greater inclusion of PWD in society. Clearly, improved mobility and 

accessibility play a significant role towards levelling the playing field and enabling 

equitable participation.  

Save for a few countries, planners in developing countries have not recognised 

PWD as transport stakeholders in their own right with specific transport needs and 

concerns especially rural dwellers. In assessing the level of transport demand and 

the concomitant resources, PWD’s needs have been routinely ignored. This is 

compounded by unreliable information on the nature and prevalence of disability in 



rural areas. Thus, although there is anecdotal evidence about disability issues in 

rural areas, the enormity of the challenge along with the appropriate responses still 

have to be unearthed. The need not only to acknowledge the importance of PWD 

as stakeholders, but also to assess, in league with them, the nature and extent of 

their travel and transport challenges with a view to finding sustainable solutions 

cannot be over-emphasised. It is also important not to lose sight of the fact that 

addressing accessible transport issues adequately also benefits everyone. 

Approach 

The study will employ a mixed method approach involving extensive literature 

reviews, household surveys, informant interviews and focus groups to collect 

relevant information. 

Results 

Using examples from rural locations in Ethiopia – Mojjo District and the King 

Sabata Dalindyebo Local Municipality in the Eastern Cape Province of South 

Africa, the authors will seek to sketch rural transport problems in general, profile the 

challenges PWD face in accessing socio-economic opportunities and speculate on 

sustainable intervention regimes.  

Conclusion 

The authors will argue that paternalistic and dated attitudes coupled with ad hoc 

and under-funded approaches to addressing the needs of PWD have militated 

against their independence and integration into society. The authors will further 

posit that what is required is a societal attitudinal metamorphosis that views the 

provision of accessible transport as a human rights issue, and whose commitment 

to addressing these problems should be enshrined in legislation. Specific 

intervention regimes for both examples will be generated.  
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