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SUMMARY 

 

In the Dominican Republic, located in the Caribbean region, there are a lot of prejudice 
and discrimination for people with disabilities, if female, violence and discrimination is 
much greater. It also increases the exclusion if it is an impoverished rural area with little 
access to education. 
 
According to the World Health Organization-WHO an estimated 43% of people with 
disabilities live in relative poverty. 98% of people with disabilities in countries like ours in 
underdevelopment, lack access to rehabilitation or basic services. Over 80% of people 
with disabilities are unemployed. This reality puts people with disabilities especially 
women as a particularly vulnerable group. 
 
The "VIII National Census of Population and Housing, 2002 Dominican Republic" 
reveals that 4.2% of the population lives with disabilities; however the Pan American 
Health Organization-PAHO cataloged the figure at more than 10% in poor countries. 
 

Regarding the inclusion and participation in the workforce, only 23% of the disabled 
population is engaged in any gainful employment either fixed 
 
Discrimination and stigmatization is very present in people with physical disabilities in 

underdeveloped countries, and especially disabled women, when they need to move 

and use of transportation services, they have to face a big barrier, because our country 

don´t have accessible transportation system that guarantees the right for free 

movement. This situation affects people in multiple aspects, from joining to study, to 

work,  moving to a hospital, as in anywhere,  public or private services is more difficultly 

for  absence of this important element, basic and essential for those who have difficulty 

moving around or disability. 
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The state and decisions makers, have not included this section of society in programs 

and policies related to the theme of accessible transportation, so the person with 

disabilities are absent and invisible, because are the mistaken belief and without any 

logic that Persons with Disabilities do not does a public life. 
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PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 

 

The purpose of this paper is to share the experience of people with disabilities of 

locomotion, whether wheelchair user or with very low mobility, users of crutches, 

walkers or cane, living in underdeveloped countries, where transportation is  in general  

a mess, and where there are no any type of accessible transportation. 

 

My participation in this event is to have the opportunity to share our experience, to 

express through this paper and  the poster, how very negatively affect countries such as 

member of a very poor family, have a physical disability, how this  limitation means to 

be poor and not having the option to be transported  in accessible manner. 

 

Much of our activities as humans, are developed to the extent that we can move and 

interact socially: Go to school, college, work, hospital, well, everyone needs a transport 

medium that facilitates their development and meet their needs. 

 

Sharing our experiences we can known and generate strategies for actions in order to 

overcome this situation of deprivation of rights of persons with disabilities, unable to 

move from autonomous and independent manner as all other persons. 

 MATERIALS AND/OR METHODS 

The institution Circle of Women with Disabilities conducted through institutional 

strengthening project a "Survey of local information", "conducted in 2009 by a mapping 

within its members, to determine important information about the low participation to 

social level and finally their comments. 

 

For the collection of information was made a form with questions related to their 

personal data, social participation and main barriers or reasons for not participating, 

which was applied to 50 people with disabilities in locomotion. 
 
RESULTS OR EXPECTED RESULTS 

 

Disabled peoples surveyed were within the age ranges of 21 years and 60. 



 

60% answer: Not attending schools, training centers and technical guidance, because 

they had no money to move and obviously, lack of transport to get accessible or having 

not the disposition of any person in the family to move him or her in his wheelchair, or 

the adapted wheelchair don´t let him go so far away.   

 

 

  

 
 

 

 



30% replied that they lives in rural zones so  far away any places to study as they reside 

in rural areas, with roads and slope, without paved roads, very difficult to move even in 

a wheelchair,  there are not accessible transportation and is impossible to mobilize.  

 

       

 
 

 

For this reason it is not strange to see children or adults who live in fields, hills and 

paved roads, dragging his hands move because it would be impossible to move a 

wheelchair in such conditions. 

 

That's why most choose not to leave, because the whole environment is a barrier to 

their mobility and independence 
 

Only 10% (the younger), said they looked for alternatives and optional transportation  as  

the adaptation and or modification of their wheelchairs to move more distant places, 

use. engine and move their chairs on motorcycles, allowing them to travel to schools 

and universities and who otherwise would have to stay in her  houses without the 

opportunity to train, learn a trade and power in the future, choose a job that get a better 

life for themselves and their families. 

 

As they explain their way of transportation, able to give us sing of the great risk involved 



in moving a motorcycle and holding his own wheelchair, between the traffic and the 

danger of being hit. But it is the only option at the moment ... 

. 

 

                    
 

DISCUSSION 
 

 In what way affects more than 10% of the disability population in Dominican Republic 

and other countries in the region the lack of accessible transportation? 

How way the developed countries could contribute and support the poor countries? 

Maybe if they focused their actions on development projects that will directly address 

this condition, the  circle of exclusion and poverty affecting people with disabilities, their 

families and the environment, making people with disabilities in social and family 



responsibilities. 

 

Clearly, the life of a person changes if instead of being excluded, it is socially integrated 

school, work and community productively. 

 

What are you doing cooperation agencies to help solve the lack of accessible 

transportation in poor and underdeveloped countries? 

CONCLUSION 

If I can attend this important event about mobility and transportation, will permit   to have 
the opportunity to share the serious situation that means for people with physical 
disabilities and without economic resources.  

The lack of accessible transport, can to  increases the disability itself, because  it limit  
greatly, so that  way we can know what things are being done in other countries to 
resolve this situation, can serve as a guide to begin to propose concrete actions in my 
country. 
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